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and romantic suggestions dogmatically. The
agnostic, as well as the physician and neuro-
Icfgist in him, was never quite eclipsed. The
hope that some new revelation might come
from the lowly and weak could never mean
to him what it meant to the early Christians.
For him it was only a right conceded to them
to experiment with their special faiths ; he
did not expect such faiths to be discoveries
of absolute fact, which everybody else might
be constrained to recognise. If any one had
made such a claim, and had seemed to have
some chance of imposing it universally,
James would have been the first to turn
against him ; not, of course, on the ground
that it was impossible that such an orthodoxy
should be true, but with a profound conviction
that it was to be feared and distrusted. No :
the degree of authority and honour to be
accorded to various human faiths was a moral
question, not a theoretical one. All faiths
were what they were experienced as being,
in their capacity of faiths; these faiths,
not their objects, were the hard facts we
must respect. We cannot pass, except under
the illusion of the moment, to anything
firmer or on a deeper level. There was